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Student Success Principles 

Selected Quotes to Foster Success in the Classroom and in Life 
 

 The Student Success Principles Collection is a set of 40 inspirational quotes selected for use in the classroom.  
The quotes have been grouped by topic and are logically sequenced to be used, one a week, throughout the school year.  
The seven topics represented in the Student Success Principles are Dreams, Thinking, Goals, Action, Failure, Success, 
and Giving.  There are numerous ways to introduce and incorporate these quotes and their corresponding principles into 
the classroom.  The individual teacher, knowing his own style and understanding his students, is most qualified to plan 
the implementation of the Student Success Principles into the classroom. 
 
 That being said, a few suggested ways to incorporate these principles into the classroom are as follows: 
  (1)  Print and post each formatted quote on the wall and discuss it with your students. 
  (2)  Have students memorize the weekly quotation.  You might give a few points extra credit for students 
   who include the quote at the end of a quiz or test. 
  (3)  Have students do a quick write assignment including the quotation, what the quote means, and what  
   the quote means to them (or how it applies to their own lives). 
  (4)  You may want to encourage students to keep up with their memorization so that at the end of the  
   year they have memorized all 40 quotations. 
  (5)  Have students report on their dreams, thinking, goals, actions, failures, successes and giving  
   throughout the school year.  This can be a powerful opportunity to model a system for success. 
 
 The Student Success Principles can make an incredible difference in the thinking, and thus the actions and  
ultimate success of your students.  Students are first led to discover their dreams.  As they alter their thinking to become 
more positive and to realize the possibilities that their lives hold, the students can set goals.  Following up these goals 
with action will lead students to taste both “failure” and success as they overcome obstacles and strive toward the goals 
they have established for themselves. 
           Enjoy the journey!  
           Mark P. Tully  
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DREAMS 

1. All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.  (Walt Disney) 
2. Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly.  (Langston Hughes) 
3. If one advances confidently in the direction of his dreams, and endeavors to live the life which he has imagined, he 

will meet with success unexpected in common hours.  (Henry David Thoreau) 
4. All successful men and women are big dreamers.  They imagine what their future could be, ideal in every respect, 

and then work every day toward their distant vision, that goal or purpose.  (Brian Tracy) 
 

THINKING 
1. The ancestor of every action is a thought.  (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 
2. What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.  (Ralph Waldo Emer-

son) 
3. Your attitude, not your aptitude, will determine your altitude.  (Zig Ziglar) 
4. You were born to win, but to be a winner, you must plan to win, prepare to win, and expect to win.  (Zig Ziglar) 
5. If a man empties his purse into his head, no man can take it away from him.  An investment in knowledge always 

pays the best interest.  (Benjamin Franklin) 
6. All personal achievement starts in the mind of the individual.  Your personal achievement starts in your mind.  The 

first step is to know exactly what your problem, goal, or desire is.  (W. Clement Stone) 
7. Picture yourself in your minds eye as having already achieved this goal.  See yourself doing the things you’ll be do-

ing when you’ve reached your goal.  (Earl Nightingale) 
 

GOALS 
1. If you don’t design your own life plan, chances are you’ll fall into someone else’s plan.  And guess what they have 

planned for you?  Not much.  (Jim Rohn) 
2. If you set goals and go after them with all the determination you can muster, your gifts will take you places that will 

amaze you.  (Les Brown) 
 

Student Success Quotes Principles List  (page 1) © Digital Lesson.com 



GOALS (continued) 
3. A good system shortens the road to a goal.  (Orison Swett Marden) 
4.   Your goals are the road maps that guide you and show you what is possible for your life.  (Les Brown) 
5. The tragedy in life doesn’t lie in not reaching your goal.  The tragedy lies in having no goal to reach. (Benjamin 

Mays) 
6. We are at our very best, and we are happiest, when we are fully engaged in work we enjoy on the journey toward the 

goal we’ve established for ourselves.  (Earl Nightingale) 
7. People with clear, written goals accomplish far more in a shorter period of time than people without them could ever 

imagine.  (Brian Tracy) 
8. The major reason for setting a goal is for what it makes of you to accomplish it.  What it makes of you will always 

be the far greater value than what you get.  (Jim Rohn) 
 

ACTION 
1. You see, in life, lots of people know what to do, but few people actually do what they know.  Knowing is not 

enough!  You must take action.  (Tony Robbins) 
2. Give me six hours to chop down a tree and I will spend the first four sharpening the axe.  (Abraham Lincoln) 
3. A winner is someone who recognizes his God-given talents, works his tail off to develop them into skills, and uses 

these skills to accomplish his goals.  (Larry Bird) 
4. Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.  (Helen Keller) 
5. Never mistake activity for achievement.  (John Wooden) 
6. Deep within man dwell those slumbering powers; powers that would astonish him, that he never dreamed of pos-

sessing; forces that would revolutionize his life if aroused and put into action.  (Orison Swett Marden) 
7. You have to put in many, many, many tiny efforts that nobody sees or appreciates before you achieve anything 

worthwhile.  (Brian Tracy) 
8. To solve any problem, here are three questions to ask yourself.  First, what could I do?  Second, what could I read?  

And third, who could I ask?  (Jim Rohn) 
9. That which we persist in doing becomes easier, not that the task itself has become easier, but that our ability to per    

form it has improved.  (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 
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FAILURE 

1. Many of life’s failures are people who did not realize how close they were to success when they gave up.  (Thomas 
A. Edison) 

2. If you can’t make a mistake, you can’t make anything.  (Marva Collins) 
3. Would you like me to give you a formula for success?  It’s quite simple, really.  Double your rate of failure.  

(Thomas J. Watson) 
4. Every adversity, every failure, every heartache carries with it the seed of an equal or greater benefit.  (Napoleon 

Hill) 
 

SUCCESS 
1. The only honest measure of your success is what you are doing compared to your true potential.  (Paul J. Meyer) 
2. Success is steady progress toward one’s personal goals.  (Jim Rohn) 
3. Success seems to be largely a matter of hanging on after others have let go.  (William Feather) 
4. You can have everything in life you want, if you will just help enough other people get what they want.  (Zig Ziglar) 

 
GIVING 

1. Successful people are always looking for opportunities to help others.  Unsuccessful people are always asking 
“What’s in it for me?”  (Brian Tracy) 

2. For it is in giving that we receive.  (St. Francis of Assisi) 
3. The best thing about giving of ourselves is that what we get is always better than what we give.  The reaction is 

greater than the action.  (Orison Swett Marden) 
4. A life isn’t significant except for its impact on other lives.  (Jackie Robinson) 
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All our dreams  
can come true,  

if we have the courage  
to pursue them. 

 
Walt Disney 
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Hold fast to dreams,  
for if dreams die, 

life is a  
broken-winged bird 

that cannot fly. 
 

Langston Hughes 
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If one advances confidently in 
the direction of his dreams, and 
endeavors to live the life which 
he has imagined, he will meet 

with success unexpected  
in common hours. 

 

Henry David Thoreau 
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All successful men and women 
are big dreamers.   

They imagine what their future 
could be, ideal in every respect, 
and then they work every day 

toward their distant vision, that 
goal or purpose. 

 

Brian Tracy 
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The ancestor  
of every action  

is a thought. 
 
 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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What lies behind us  
and what lies before us  

are tiny matters  
compared to what  

lies within us. 
 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Your attitude, 
not your aptitude,  

will determine 
your altitude. 

 
Zig Ziglar 
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 You were born to win, 
but to be a winner,  

you must plan to win, 
prepare to win,  

and expect to win. 
 

Zig Ziglar 
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If a man empties his 
purse into his head,  

no man can take it away 
from him.  An investment in 

knowledge always pays  
the best interest. 

  

Benjamin Franklin 
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All personal achievement starts 
in the mind of the individual.  
Your personal achievement 

starts in your mind.  The first 
step is to know exactly what 

your problem, goal, or desire is. 
  

W. Clement Stone 
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Picture yourself in your 
minds eye as having already 

achieved this goal.  See 
yourself doing the things 

you’ll be doing when  
you’ve reached your goal. 

 

Earl Nightingale 

Thinking 7  (Week 11) © Digital Lesson.com 



If you don’t design your 
own life plan, chances are 
you’ll fall into someone 

else’s plan.  And guess what 
they have planned for you?  

Not much. 
 

Jim Rohn 
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If you set goals and go  
after them with all the  
determination you can  

muster, your gifts  
will take you places  
that will amaze you. 

 

Les Brown 
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A good system 
shortens the road 

to the goal. 
 

Orison Swett Marden 
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Your goals are the road 
maps that guide you 

and show you what is 
possible for your life. 

 
Les Brown 
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The tragedy in life 
doesn’t lie in not  

reaching your goal.  
The tragedy lies in  

having no goal to reach. 
 

Benjamin Mays 
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We are at our very best,  
and we are happiest, when  

we are fully engaged in  
work we enjoy on the  

journey toward the goal we’ve 
established for ourselves. 

 
Earl Nightingale 
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People with clear, written 
goals accomplish far more in 
a shorter period of time than 
people without them could 

ever imagine. 
 

Brian Tracy 
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The major reason for setting  
a goal is for what it makes  

of you to accomplish it.  
What it makes of you will  
always be the far greater 
value than what you get. 

 

Jim Rohn 
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You see, in life, lots of people 
know what to do,  

but few people actually  
do what they know.   

Knowing is not enough!   
You must take action. 

 

Tony Robbins 
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Give me six hours  
to chop down a tree  

and I will spend  
the first four  

sharpening the axe. 
 

Abraham Lincoln 
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A winner is someone who 
recognizes his God-given  

talents, works his tail off to 
develop them into skills, and 

uses these skills to  
accomplish his goals. 

 

Larry Bird 
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Life is either  
a daring adventure 

or nothing. 
 
 

Helen Keller 
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Never mistake activity 

for achievement. 
 
 
 
 

John Wooden 
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Deep within man dwell those 
slumbering powers; powers  

that would astonish him, that  
he never dreamed of  

possessing; forces that would  
revolutionize his life if  

aroused and put into action. 
 

Orison Swett Marden 
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You have to put in  
many, many, many  

tiny efforts that nobody  
sees or appreciates  
before you achieve  

anything worthwhile. 
 

Brian Tracy 
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To solve any problem,  
here are three questions  

to ask yourself.   
First, what could I do?   

Second, what could I read?  
And third, who could I ask? 

 

Jim Rohn 
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That which we persist in  
doing becomes easier,  
not that the task itself  

has become easier,  
but that our ability to  

perform it has improved. 
 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Many of life’s failures 
are people who did not 
realize how close they 
were to success when 

they gave up. 
 

Thomas A. Edison 
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If you can’t make 
a mistake, 

you can’t make 
anything. 

  
 

Marva Collins 
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Would you like me  
to give you a formula  
for success?  It’s quite 
simple, really.  Double 

your rate of failure.   
 

Thomas J. Watson 
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Every adversity,  
every failure, every 

heartache carries with  
it the seed of an equal 

or greater benefit. 
 

Napoleon Hill 
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The only honest 
measure of your  

success is what you are 
doing compared to your 

true potential. 
  

Paul J. Meyer 
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Success is  
steady progress  

toward one’s  
personal goals. 

 
Jim Rohn 
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Success seems to be 
largely a matter  
of hanging on  

after others  
have let go. 

 

William Feather 
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You can have everything 
in life that you want,  
if you will just help 
enough other people  
get what they want. 

 
Zig Ziglar 
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Successful people are  
always looking for  

opportunities to help others.  
Unsuccessful people are  

always asking,  
“What’s in it for me?” 

 

Brian Tracy 
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For it is in  
giving 
that we 
receive. 

 
St. Francis of Assisi 
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The best thing about  
giving of ourselves is that 

what we get is always  
better than what we give.  

The reaction is greater than 
the action. 

 

Orison Swett Marden 
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A life isn’t  
significant 

except for its impact 
on other lives. 

 
Jackie Robinson 
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